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It had already been a tough year for the passing of Club members and now we have lost Past President Ian Wilson. As 
always his obituary will appear in the Gazette and it will need to be a bumper edition, but briefly… 

Joined the Club in 1959 
Best of 7th in the Southern Junior Cross Country Champs. 
Best of 16th in the National Junior Cross Country Champs. 
Best of 11th in the Southern Senior Cross Country Champs 
Best of 70th in the National Senior Cross Country Champs. 
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Finished in the scoring 6 in all 15 Nationals he ran for the Club 
Finished in scoring 6 in 15 of the 17 Southerns he ran for the Club. 

A regular in the Club’s road relay teams and a British League track athlete 
Pb for 5000m – 14.47.4 
Pb for 10,000 – 30.26.6 
Pb for 10 miles – 50.49 

Pb for marathon – 2.28.16 
Club President 1981-82, one of our youngest ever Presidents 

President of the Southern Counties Cross Country Association 1982 
President of the South Of The Thames Cross Country Association 1982 

Southern CCCA team manager 
England Cross Country Union Junior mens team manager 
England Cross Country Union Senior mens team manager 

Great Britain Senior Mens Cross Country team manager 1989 – 1995 including 7 World Cross Country Championships 
Blackheath Cross Country and Road team manager  

Active coach since 1964 and to, amongst others, 10 time world record holder Angela Copson, the first over 65 woman in the 
world to run under 6 minutes for the mile. (Read “The Runners Year” by Ian on the website) 

Level 2 starter and marksman. 
Vice President of Leicestershire and Rutland AA. 

 
News of his passing has brought tributes from former National cross country champions Tim Hutchings, Dave Clarke, John 
Nuttall and Andrea Whitcombe; from many whose first experience of International competition was under his charge; from 
Ian Byett on behalf of the ECCA, from marathon legend Bill Adcocks; from International athlete, announcer and father of 
Jake, Geoff Wightman; and from many others whose lives he touched. 
Although he had been ill for a while, and lived at a distance from Hayes, he was still closely following Club matters. One of 
his articles is in the can for the next Gazette and he had contributed to Agata Cienciala’s MA research. 
Laughter was never far away when Ian was around and he is going to be missed by a lot of people, who will be thinking of 
Pauline and sons Mark and Ben and their families. 
 

   
 
 
 
 



News 
We all know it anyway, but, at the London Regional Volunteer Awards, Blackheath & Bromley were named Club Of The 
Year. In addition Claire Austridge was named Volunteer Of The Year; and there were runners up spots for Holly Platt (Young 
Volunteer Of The Year), Dave Liston (Coach Of The Year) and John Baldwin (Services to Athletics). It was a great evening that 
can be viewed online. Dave Liston should have received an award for best dressed, and there was great chat between Lorna 
Booth and Dave Clarke in which Lorna acknowledged her debt to Wigmore and Bromley Ladies President George Stratford. 
 
Kelechi Aguocha was third in the Athletics Weekly Junior Athlete Of the Year awards.  
 
Subs are due, you know what to do. 
 
Forthcoming Fixtures. 
There’s nothing shaking but the leaves on the trees.  
 
Results 
As above, but if you have results please send them in. 
 
Social. 
Not a lot happening so here’s a few old ones… 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
100 years ago in November 1920 
 
Nicholls Cup Day. “The usual pea-soup fog prevailed in Town…. and it stretched out a thin white, misty hand as far as West 
Wickham. Those who were unfortunate or careless enough to find a 1.55 train barred to them by closed gates and irate 
railway officials had to find their way down by the later train, which arrived at four o’clock… Fifty three S.L.H. and thirty-two 
BH men turned out for the start, which was witnessed by a large crowd of supporters that had gathered outside the Swan.” 
SLH win which means each club has now won 11 races each. “A great crowd sat down to the repast in the long room of the 
Swan, and an overflow meeting was held in an adjoining room.”  
 
75 years ago in November 1945. 
 
“The strange sounds heard in the Club Room on November 17 turned out to be the greetings exchanged in Hindustani 
occasioned by C. A. Kidd, D. K. Saunders and J. C. Taylor meeting again and discussing their adventures in various parts of 
India and Burma”. 
 
50 years ago in November 1970 
 
Scoring 46 a side the Club lose to South London Harriers for the first time in five years. Bob Richardson is 3rd and Chris 
Haines(4th), Ian Wilson (5th), Bob Hawtin (8th), Joe Clare (9th) and Pete Shepheard (10th) all finish in the top ten but Ted 
Pepper in 16th is the only other Blackheath runner in the top 22. 
The Wigmore Ladies AGM takes place in lecture room G55 at the Crystal Palace National Sports Centre. Officers for 1970-71 
are President – George Stratford, Secretary and Treasurer – Daphne Reed; and Club captain Miss H Minting. 
 
25 years ago in November 1995. 
 
Dave Taylor, representing England, wins the South Of England Margate International race to secure selection for Great 
Britain for the European Cross Country Championships. Tim Dickinson also representing England is 11th. In the younger age 
groups Matt Hill wins the under 13s race and Steve Holmes the under 15s. Mike Skinner is 9th in the under 17s. 
Tim Dickinson finishes 5th and Mark Steinle 10th in the Belgian Cross Cup in Roeselare, Belgium. 
Spencer Newport wins £650 as he finishes second behind Kenya’s Sammy Bitok in the Safeway International cross country 
meeting in Gateshead. 
At the London Heathrow Games, Abdi Madar wins the under 15 boys race. Will Bolton leads the Bromley Under 13 team to 
victory as he finishes runner up, one second behind Hounslow’s Mo Farah. The youngsters are back in action the next day at 
the Kent Young Athletes League at Canterbury and Madar wins the under 15s race to lead the Blackheath team to victory. 
Team manager Steve Baker is full of praise for second placer Peter Tucker who has his best run for the club so far. 
On the roads Darrell Smith wins the Crowborough 10km, and Roy Smith sets a new best of 2.30.12 at the Frankfurt 
Marathon. 
Mark Watling wins the Club 7.5 Mile Championship as he leads Blackheath to victory in the Orion Mob Match at Chingford. 
Also in the team is Alan Stevens, New Zealand’s delegate to the IAAF, who is in the Country for a short spell. He joined the 
Club while a student in the 1950s and this is his first Mob Match for nearly 40 years.     
At the AAAs Of England annual awards, Emeka Udechuku wins the Jack Crump Memorial Trophy as the top under 17 athlete 
in the country in 1995. Blackheath win the Ruth and Dick Taylor Trophy for being the English club with the highest aggregate 
of points in finals of all under 17 outdoor track and field championships. They are also awarded the “Girls” trophy for being 
the top English club in the under 15s age group.  
Myrtle Augee finishes fifth in the 83kg class at the World Weightlifting Championships in China. (Myrtle won a bronze medal 
in the clean and jerk in 1994 and it would be 25 years before Britain won another medal at these championships in 2019. 
That person was also a Club member Emily Muskett (nee Godley)). 

 
20 years ago in November 2000. 
 
DaveTaylor finishes 5th in the Reebok International cross country race at Margate and is selected to represent Great Britain 
at the European Cross Country Championships at Malmo, Sweden in December.  



At the British Veterans cross country relays the M50 team of Jim Phelan, Ken Daniel, Peter Hamilton and Hugh Morten finish 
with silver medals. 
Principle guest at the Club Dinner is Adam Walker, Director of Development at UK Athletics, and the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Bromley David and Mrs Helen Crowe. 
 

 
 
15 years ago in November 2005 
 
A busy month for Michael Skinner. He wins the opening race of the UK Cross Challenge at Senneleys Park, Birmingham, 
despite taking a bath on the way. He also runs the third equal fastest leg of the day at the National Cross Country Relays at 
Mansfield. He finishes November by gaining selection to represent Great Britain at the European Cross Country 
Championships after coming 4th in the Trials race in Liverpool, a race won by Mo Farah. 
Nanette Cross represents Northern Ireland in the Masters Home Countries International Cross Country meeting in Dublin. 
She was first scorer for her team in the over 55s race. 
BBC Athletics Commentator Paul Dickinson is the Guest Speaker at the Club Dinner. 
 

 
 

  



10 years ago in November 2010 
 
At the National Cross Country relays at Mansfield the Senior mens team of Scott Overall, Alex Bruce Littlewood, Michael 
Skinner and Andy Rayner finishes 2nd. Scott runs the third fastest individual leg of the day.  
Michael Skinner presents the awards at the Bromley Primary Schools Cross Country races at Crystal Palace and then wins 
the Orion Mob Match in the afternoon. 
Bill Foster represents England at the British Masters Home Countries International. He is 12th in the over 50s race. 
Ken Livingstone, former Mayor Of London, is guest at the Club Dinner 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 



When Bannister raced Wooderson…… Blackheath Harriers 2nd team v Oxford University Hare & Hounds 23rd November 
1946. 
 

 


